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**Press Release**

Inaugural Split This Rock Poetry Festival Coming to D.C. March 20 – 23, 2008

On the fifth anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Iraq, poets converge on capital to carry creativity and vision into national dialogue on war and oppression 

(Washington, DC) With a backdrop of a country in crisis – environmental pollution choking the land, a quagmire of war in Iraq, the mortgage meltdown flattening communities – poets will converge on the nation’s capital this spring to give voice to the nation’s ills and teach each other creative strategies for elevating the voices of reflection, imagination, and opposition. From March 20 through March 23, 2008, the first Split This Rock Poetry Festival: Poems of Provocation & Witness will feature America’s top activist poets reading, performing, sharing, and teaching their craft in Washington, DC. Split This Rock Poetry Festival aims to bring greater attention to national heroes – activist poets who are tackling these tough times through art. Poets best understand the importance and the power of language, especially in this era of growing media dominance and political propaganda.
“Who better to create a new vision for the country than poets? Language is power,” says Sarah Browning, conference director. “Literacy is an essential component of an engaged society. We call on poets to move our nation to a new stage of reflection and advancement. As citizens and artists, our obligation has never been greater.”
The festival offers a unique opportunity to poets to hone activist skills while assessing and debating the public role of the poet and the poem at a time of crisis. Split This Rock Poetry Festival will include workshops, panel discussions on poetry and social change, youth programming, films, parties, walking tours, and activism. D.C. children and youth are currently participating in a Split This Rock Poetry Festival poetry contest called The World and Me!, which invites young people to speak out and share their voices and thoughts on the world and communities. 
Under the leadership of DC poet Sarah Browning, who heads DC Poets Against the War and hosts Sunday Kind of Love at Busboys and Poets, a diverse group of capital-area poets and activists has come together to create Split This Rock Poetry Festival.  “For me, Split This Rock offers the space and place to reflect on the current period of destruction and darkness,” says festival organizer Sarah Massey. “Our culture jumps from one event to the next without processing and learning from our mistakes. Split This Rock harnesses the creativity of language to move people to reflection, understanding, and to action.” 

Festival sponsors include Busboys and Poets, D.C. Poets Against the War, Sol & Soul, Code Pink, and the Institute for Policy Studies. Organizers are expecting hundreds of attendees. Featured poets include Chris August, Jimmy Santiago Baca, Princess of Controversy, Kenneth Carroll, Grace Cavalieri, Lucille Clifton, Joel Dias Porter (aka DJ Renegade), Mark Doty, Martín Espada, Carolyn Forché, Brian Gilmore, Sam Hamill, Galway Kinnell, Stephen Kuusisto, Semezhdin Mehmedinovic, E. Ethelbert Miller, Naomi Shihab Nye, Sharon Olds, Alix Olson, Alicia Ostriker, Ishle Yi Park, Sonia Sanchez, Patricia Smith, Susan Tichy, Pamela Uschuk, and Belle Waring.

Pulled from a line in “Big Buddy,” a poem from Langston Hughes, the festival title Split This Rock is open to individual interpretation and emotional engagement, just like all poetry. 

 

Don’t you hear this hammer ring?

            I’m gonna split this rock

            And split it wide!

            When I split this rock,

            Stand by my side.

- “Big Buddy,” by Langston Hughes

“To me, the work of splitting the rock is the work of writing the poems that split open the injustices in society; a solitary act, but one that requires community: Stand by my side!,” says Browning. “So the festival is calling all of us to split this rock, and to do it together.”
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