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Split This Rock: Concurrent Walking Tours

Saturday, March 22, 2008
 

All tours begin at 9:00 am and last approximately one hour. Tours are limited to the first 25 to sign up for each.  (Participants should sign up for tours at the time they register for the festival; there is no additional charge for tours.)
 
Walt Whitman's Washington
Meet at NE corner of 15th & Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, next to Hotel Washington. Nearest Metro: Metro Center (red, blue, or orange line).
See sites of former boarding houses, offices, and hospitals the poet frequented while living in DC, and learn what the city was like during and immediately after the Civil War. Sites include the White House, Treasury Building, Ford’s Theater, and the National Portrait Gallery. Readings from Whitman's poems, letters, and journals will enhance the experience. Led by Martin G. Murray, sponsored by the Washington Friends of Walt Whitman. www.whitmandc.org
 

The "Harlem" Renaissance in Washington
Meet at the NW corner of 14th and U Streets NW, in front of the Reeves Center. Nearest Metro: U Street/Civil War Memorial/Cardozo (green or yellow line).
Take a walk through the greater U Street neighborhood, and learn of the city's pivotal history (from the 1910s through the 1930s) in the careers of Langston Hughes, Alain Locke, Zora Neale Hurston, Georgia Douglas Johnson, Jean Toomer, Jessie Redmon Fauset, Carter G. Woodson, and Duke Ellington. Despite its misleading name, the "Harlem" Renaissance started here! Sites will include private homes and institutions such as the Whitelaw Hotel, 12th Street Y, and True Reformers Hall.  Led by Kim Roberts, sponsored by Beltway Poetry Quarterly.  www.beltwaypoetry.com
 

GLBT Writers of Washington
Meet where Connecticut Avenue and New Hampshire Avenue intersect with the northern part of Dupont Circle, outside Starbucks Coffee. Nearest Metro: Dupont Circle (red line).
Tour the Dupont Circle neighborhood, and learn how gay literary culture flourished in the 1970s through the present in this neighborhood, with the influence of such writers as Essex Hemphill, Ed Cox, Tim Dlugos, Michael Lally, Richard McCann, Andrew Holleran, and many others.  Stops include: Dupont Park (with its gorgeous fountain designed by Daniel Chester French); Lambda Rising bookstore; the site of the Community Bookshop, home to the Mass Transit readings and Some of Us Press; and a few writers’ homes. Led by Dan Vera, sponsored by White Crane.  www.gaywisdom.org
