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We Subscribe to the Council of Literary Magazines and Presses (CLMP)
Contest Code of Ethics
CLMP's community of independent literary publishers believes that ethical contests serve our shared goal: to connect writers and readers by publishing exceptional writing. We believe that intent to act ethically, clarity of guidelines, and transparency of process form the foundation of an ethical contest. To that end, we agree to 1) conduct our contests as ethically as possible and to address any unethical behavior on the part of our readers, judges, or editors; 2) to provide clear and specific contest guidelines—defining conflict of interest for all parties involved; and 3) to make the mechanics of our selection process available to the public. This Code recognizes that different contest models produce different results, but that each model can be run ethically. We have adopted this Code to reinforce our integrity and dedication as a publishing community and to ensure that our contests contribute to a vibrant literary heritage.
Split This Rock uses a blind judging system to arrive at the contest winner. This is how we do it:
1. After we’ve received your entry, we remove identifying information about you from the manuscript, and assign it a unique number. 
2. Cover sheets are filed in a folder that will remain unopened until final after decisions have been made. Manuscripts, only identifiable by the assigned number, are then forwarded to the contest coordinator, who will select finalists. We also enter your name, address, name of your manuscript and the number we’ve assigned you into our database, in order to keep track of your work. 
3. After the coordinator has selected finalists, affirming that she has no knowledge of who authored the manuscripts, she forwards the finalists to the judge, Patricia Smith. 
4. Close friends, relatives, students, and former students of the judge, Patricia Smith, are excluded from the contest. Likewise, the Board of Directors and Staff of Split This Rock is excluded, as are members of their families. If any of the selected authors fall under these categories they will be disqualified, and a replacement will be chosen from among the finalists. As poetry is a relatively small community, and the contest is judged blindly, we feel acquaintance and participation in a workshop taught by the judge should not be a disqualifying factor, so long as none of the poems in a manuscript is recognizable to the judge. Anyone wondering if they might be a “close friend” probably is. It seems silly to define friendship, but for the purposes of this contest, we'll call a “close friend” anyone with whom we have direct correspondence (either written or verbal) once a month or more. And please remember that if any poems are recognizable to the judge, the entire submission will be disqualified.
5. As stated above, we vow to conduct this contest as ethically as possible. If you have any concerns regarding this matter, either before, or after the winners have been announced, please contact us directly. 
Email: info@splitthisrock.org
Phone: 202-787-5210
We are grateful to RATTLE and the CLMP for guidance and language used in these guidelines.

